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is cast out. The woman becomes quiet, and is dragged
away in an exhausted state by her friends/ I This was
written in the eighties. There does not seem to have
been much change since. And as in those days, many
women still develop jinns simply in order to get taken
to the annual fair held at most of these shrines.2
Ordeal ty My companion also spoke about charms. A common

Pir method is to write the charm on a bit of paper and dip
the latter in water. The ink dissolves and the water,
charged with the charm, is drunk. Sometimes pirs are
consulted as to who is responsible for the disappearance
of a bullock or cow. The suspected are summoned, and
the pir, to discover the thief, rubs the palm of his hand
on the back of each in turn. If a man is innocent, no
mark is left, but if he is guilty, the pir's hand leaves the
thief's name imprinted on his back. My informant once
saw this done, and a man was branded whom he knew
to be innocent. What the dishonest pir does on these
occasions is to write the name of the person whom he
wishes to incriminate on the palm of his hand with the
juice of the ak.3 This remains invisible till the hand is
rubbed on the person's back.

The To-day I crossed the Chenab. There is nothing more
Crossing of exhilarating in the Punjab than the crossing of one of
its larger rivers. Nowhere, not even at sea, does one
feel more palpably the sensation of space; and here in
the clear radiant air all the vastness and beauty of the
world seemed to be present, and man but a speck-in the
universe. Widely scattered on the river plain were
little mud-plastered cabins, roofed, as it seemed, with

fold. Nearly all had a new thatch, for last year a summer
ood had swept scores away. The two I examined were
tenanted by humble folk who had leased adjoining wells
from a big landlord. The first had been forty years on
his well, and his father and grandfather had lived there
before him. He had four or five acres of his own, but

1  Muzaffargarh GOK., 1884, p. 64.

2  Cf. ibut., p. 64*                                                3 Ccdotropis gigantea.